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“Variety is the spice of life!” We've all said
it, and we know it’s true. But increasingly variety is
threatened.

| think it began with Burger King whose ads
said, “Have it your way,” and ever since people
have expected things to be personalized and
individualized. Radio music is now tailored to your
listening preferences, retail sites track your
shopping selections and suggest items you will
like. | even saw an ad for a wine club that allows
you to taste the wine, and then only order those you prefer. What
happened to trying different things, tasting different foods, and
embracing the odd, the peculiar, and the different? Small wonder that
diversity is troubling for people to accept. We just want everything
about our lives to be the way we want it, and increasingly there are
providers out there who are happy to give it to us, for a price.

The price, though, may be more than money; it may be the
decline of diversity, the shrinking of community, and the narrowing of
our opinions, preferences, and choices. [f life is just about enjoying
your preferences, the room you live in will become increasingly small,
exclusive, and boring.

We face this challenge in the church as well. We like the old
hymns that we know, not the new ones we are invited to learn. We like
the biblical translation with which we are familiar, not the new one that
is better and more accurate. We like the nice sayings in the Bible, but
don’t really want to hear the hard ones about loving our enemies, taking
up our cross, and following Jesus.

One of the blessings of the church is that we are compelled, as
William Willimon is fond of saying, “to love the people we are stuck
with.” We don’t get to pick the people in the church, God does, and we
have to commune with them, minister with them, sit with them, argue
and decide with them, care for them, and love them. That helps us
grow in our ability to love all of God’s children, and that’s the whole
point. We are commanded to love our neighbor as we love ourselves,
that is, to embrace unto our salvation, the variety of children God has
made. Agape love, that is, the love of God, is not preferential. It loves
all, and it is that love we are invited to live into and share.

So spice up your life! Embrace diversity, enjoy variety,
appreciate new things, and love new people. Don’t have it your way all
the time. Have it God’s way, and enjoy the abundance of life God has
promised to us and provided us.
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Celebrating 30 Years of Continued Stephen Ministry at Ladue Chapel!
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AROUND LADUE CHAPEL
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J2 Choir helps children learn to read music and to use their singing voice properly.

$

J Choir helps children develop social skills and concepts of teamwork and cooperation.
J Choir focuses on doing rather than observing, teaching children to engage in their tasks.
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Ladue Chapel Presbyterian Church (USA)

www.laduechapel.org
314-993-4771

Rev. Dr. Mark P. Thomas, Pastor
Rev. Dr. Dieter U. Heinzl, Associate Pastor
Rev. Melanie A. Smith, Associate Pastor

Submit articles to:
Jessica Lombardo

jlombardo@laduechapel.org by

Wednesday preceding publication date.

THE CHAPEL BELL (USPS: 779-870) is published weekly,
September through May, except the weeks of Thanksgiving,
Christmas and New Year; and twice monthly in June, July
and August by Ladue Chapel Presbyterian Church. Periodi-
cal postage paid at St. Louis, MO. POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to The Chapel Bell, 9450 Clayton Road, St.
Louis, Missouri 63124-1568.



